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Following is President Bush’s proclamation pardon- 
ing former defense secretary Caspar W. Weinberger and 
others charged in the Iran<ontra scandal: 

T oday I am exercising my power under the Consti- 
tution to pardon former secretary of defense Cas- 
par Weinberger and others for their conduct re- 
lated to the Iran-contra affair. 

For more than six years now, the American people , 
have invested enormous resources into what has be- 
come the most thoroughly investigated matter of its 
kind in our history. During that time, the last American 
hostage has come home to freedom, worldwide terror- 
ism has declined, the people of Nicaragua have elected 
a democratic government, and the Cold War has ended 
in victory for the American people and the cause of 
freedom we championed. 

In the mid-1980s, however, the outcome of these 
struggles was far from clear. Some of the best and most 
dedicated of our countrymen were called upon to step 
forward. Secretary Weinberger was among the fore- 
most. 

Weinberger ‘A True American Patriot’ 

Caspar Weinberger is a true American patriot. He has 
rendered long and extraordinary service to our country. 
He served for four years in the Army during World War 
II where his bravery earned him a Bronze Star. He gave 
up a lucrative career in private life to accept a series of 
public positions in the late 1960s and 1970s, including 
chairman of the Federal Trade Cotnmission, director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, and secretary of 
health, education and welfare. Caspar Weinberger was 
one of the principal architects of the downfall of the 
Berlin Wall and the Soviet Union. He directed the mil- 
itary renaissance in this country that led to the breakup 
of the communist bloc and a new birth of freedom and 
democracy. Upon his resignation in 1987, Caspar Wein- 
berger was awarded the highest civilian medal our na- 
tion can bestow on one of its citizens, the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 



Secretary Weinberger’s legacy will endure beyond 
the ending of the Cold War. The military readiness of 
this nation that he in large measure created could not 
have been better displayed than it was two years ago in ' 
the Persian Gulf and today in Somalia. 

As Secretary Weinberger’s pardon request noted,, it 
is a bitter irony that on the day the first charges against 
Secretary Weinberger, were filed, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin arrived in the United States to celebrate 
the end of the Cold War. I am pardoning him not just 
out of compassion or to spare a 75-year-old patriot the 
torment of lengthy and costly legal proceedings, but to 
make it possible for him to receive the honor he de- 
serves for his extraordinary service to our country. , 

Moreover, on a somewhat more personal note, I can- 
not ignore the debilitating illnesses faced , by Caspar 
Weinberger and his wife. When he resigned as secre- 
tary of defense, it was becausfe of his wife’s cancer. In ; 
the years since he. left public service, her condition has 
not improved. In addition, since that timej he' also has 
become ill. Nevertheless, Caspar Weinberger has been 
a pillar of strength for his wife; this pardon will enable 
him to be by her side undistracted by the ordeal of a 
costly and arduous trial. 

'Criminalization of Policy Differences* 

I have also decided to pardon five other individuals for 
their conduct related to the Iran-contra affair: Elliott 
Abrams, Duane Clarridge, Alan Fiers, Clair George and 
Robert McFarlane. First, the common denominator of 
their motivation— whether their actions were right Or 
wrong — ^was patriotism. Second, they did hot profit or 
seek to profit from their conduct. Third, each has a rec- 
ord of long and distinguished service to this country. 
And finally, all five have already paid a price-f-in de- 
pleted savings, lost careers, anguished families--Tgr6^- < 
ly disproportionate to any misdeeds Or errors of judg- 
ment they may have committed. . 

The prosecutions of the individuals t am pmdoning 
represent what I believe is a profoundly troubling.de-, . 
velopment in the political and legal, climate, of our coun- . 
try: the criminalization of policy differences.. These dif- :j 
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Their Motivation . . 

ferences should be addressed in the political arena, 
without the Damocles sword of criminality hanging 
over the heads of soiTie of the combatants. The proper 
target is the president, not his subordinates; the proper 
forurri is the voting booth, not the courtroorai 
_ In recent ydars, the use of criminal processes in pol- 
icy disputes has b^bme all tod common. It is" my hope 
that the action l am taking today will begin to restore 
these disputes to the battleground where they properly 
belong,, . J 

A ‘Healing Tradition^ ol Pardons 

In addition, the actions of the men Tam pardoning took 
place within the larger Cold War struggle. At home, we 
had a long, sometimes heated debate about how that 
struggle should, be waged. Now the Cold War is over; 

I When earlier Wars' have ended, presidents have histor- 
ically used their power to pardon to put bitterness be-: 
' hind us and took to the future. This healing tradition 
reaches at toast from James Madison’s pardon of 
Lafitte’s pirates after the War of 1812, to Andrew John- 
son’s pardon of soldiers who had fought for the Confed- 
eracy, to Harry Truman’s and Jimmy Carter’s pardons 
of those' Who violated the Selective Service laws in 
World IVar II and Vietnam. 

I In many cases, the offenses pardoned by these pres- 
idents were at least as. serious as those I am pardoning 
today. The actions of those pardoned and the decisions 
j to pardon them raised important issues of conscience, 

' the rule of law, and the relationship under our Consti- 
tution between the government and the governed. Not- 
withstanding the seriousness of these issues and the 
passions they aroused, my predecessors acted because 
it was time for the country to move on. Today I do the 
same;- ' ■■■:..• 'k : 

Some may argue that this decision will prevent full 
disclosure of some new key fact to the American peo- 
ple. That is not true. This matter has been investigated 
exhaustively. The Tower board; the joint congressional 
committee charged with investigating the Itan-contra 
affair, and the independent counseT have looked into 
every aspect Of this matter. The Tower board inter- 
viewed more than 80 people and reviewed thousands of 
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documents. The joint congressional committee inter- ! 
viewed more than 500 people and reviewed more than ; 
300,000 pages of material. Lengthy committee hear- ■ 
ings were held and broadcast on national television to ; 
millions of Americans. And as I have noted, the inde- ■ 
pendent counsel investigation has gone on for more ; 
than six years, and it has cost more than $31 million. i 
Moreover, the independent counsel stated last Sep- | 
tember that he had completed the active phase of his I. 
investigation. He will have the opportunity to place his I 
full assessment of the facts in the public record when he ; 
submits his final report. While no impartial person has '3 
seriously suggested that my own role in this matter is ' 
legally questionable, I have further requested that the ; 
independent counsel provide me with a copy of my j 
sworn testimony to his office, which I am prepared to J; 
release immediately. And I understand Secretary Wein- ^ 
berger has requested the release of all of his notes per- 
taining to the Iran-contra matter. i 

What ‘Honor, Decency, Fairness’ Require ^ 

For more than 30 years in public service, I have tried to ; 
follow three precepts: honor, decency and fairness. I . ; 
know, from all those years of service, that the Araer- : 
ican people believe in fairness and fair play. In granting r 
these pardons today, I am doing what I believe honor, I 
decency and fairness require. * 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, George Bush, president of 
the United States of America, pursuant to my power' 
under Article II, Section 2, of the Constitution, do hare^. 
by grant a full, complete, and unconditional pardon tdl 
Elliott Abrams, Duane R. Clarridge, Alan Fiers, Clair 
George, Robert C. McFarlane, and Caspar Weintogef y 
for all offenses charged or prosecuted by independent ,'; 
counsel Lawrence E. Walsh or other members of his ; 
office, or committed by these individuals and within thqi: 
jurisdiction of that office. - i 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my , 
hand this twenty-fourth day of December, in the year of ’ 
our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-two, and of the J 
independence of the United States of America the two - 
hundred and seventeenth. 




